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                    Save migratory birds in crisis – every species counts!
Report on World Migratory Bird Day 2010

Himalayan Nature

Species are disappearing because of human activities and there are a lot of species that are in danger of becoming extinct. These losses are irreversible and the decline of biodiversity endangers our livelihood. Therefore in 2010, the International year of Biodiversity, World Migratory Bird Day focuses on Globally Threatened Migratory Birds and especially on those thirty-one migratory bird species, which are classified as Critically Endangered in the IUCN Red List specially targeting in the conservation of their habitats. If a bird species becomes threatened by extinction, it is a clear sign that the conditions of, or the ecosystem itself, have changed and that other species that depend on this ecosystem may be affected as well. Saving every species is therefore essential, because if one species becomes extinct, the whole ecosystem will be affected. 

To raise awareness on the close links between people, migratory birds and their habitats, WMBD 2010 was celebrated globally. Himalayan Nature representing Nepal also participated in the celebration of WMBD 2010 under the theme: 
Save migratory birds in crisis – every species counts!
To celebrate First WMBD 2010, Himalayan Nature has organized Bird Watching and Bird Survey programs in two Wildlife Reserves of Nepal, Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve and Shukhla Phata Wildlife Reserve for three days beginning from 7th May to 10th May, 2010 carried out by different group members. The program mainly focused raising awareness among the people for the conservation of migratory bird species and to give more information about environmental consequences that create the possible habitat loss of these migratory birds through bird watching programmes. Also it was aimed to determine the present status and distribution of Bengal Florican, a migratory bird found in both Wildlife Reserves of Nepal. 

The celebration was wonderful. People show their enthusiasm in participating the program. Through our programs on conservation awareness, people became conscious and show their commitment in conserving migratory birds' species and their habitats.
Events organized from 7th- 10th May 2010!!
Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve

In Koshi Tappu, one group of Himalayan Nature has carried out bird watching activities for local communities and discussion has been made about the importance of threatened migratory birds for a healthy ecosystem. Another group has conducted bird surveys in the grasslands north of Koshi Tappu in search of Bengal Floricans.  The day was celebrated at Prakashpur Tapan to Shukrabare and Kafle tole to Awamahal inside the Wildlife Reserve for about four hours in the morning. As Bengal Floricans are most active in the early morning and evening, two days observation have been carried out mainly in the early morning (06:00-10:00). 
Beside bird watching program, bird survey program in search of Bengal Floricans has also been conducted in Koshi Toppu Wildlife Reserve with the enthusiastic co operation of nature guide association and the Reserve authority. Bengal Florican Houbaropsis    bengalensis is the critically endangered migratory bird species found in Nepal. Bengal Florican is a highly threatened and rare ground nesting bird species inhabiting in Nepal. It is listed as a Critically Endangered species in the IUCN Red List category because of its small and rapidly declining population due to widespread loss of grassland habitat in its range. This bustard occurs in the alluvial grasslands of Chitwan National Park, Bardia National Park, Suklaphanta Wildlife Reserve, Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve and Koshi Barrage areas in Nepal. Among them, Sukla Phanta is the largest stronghold of the Bengal Florican in Nepal. Unfortunately, no Bengal Floricans were seen throughout the entire survey in the Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve. However, fourty- five birds' species were found in Prakashpur Tapan to Sukrabare and sixty- four birds were found in Kafle tole to Aawamahal inside Koshi Toppu Wildlife Reserve.
Lumbini
                                Lumbini, World Heritage Site, is located in the south-central Terai of Nepal, situated in the foothills of the Himalayas. For millions   of   Buddhists the world over, it evokes a kind of holy sentiment akin to the significance of Jerusalem to Christians and Mecca to Muslims.  Lumbini is the place where Lord Buddha - the apostle of peace, and the Light of Asia - was born in 623 B.C. In historical terms, the region is an exquisite treasure-trove of ancient ruins and antiquities, dating back to the pre-Christian era. The site (Lumbini Grove) was described as a beautiful garden in the Buddha's time and still retains its legendary charm and beauty. 
                              Farmland of Lumbini has been identified as an Important Bird Area (IBA) having high biodiversity and unique ecosystems in Nepal. Bird specialties include; Sarus Crane, Lesser Adjutant, Indian Spotted Eagle, White-rumped Vulture, Slender-billed Vulture, Red-headed Vulture, Cinereous Vulture and Egyptian Vulture and several other birds of prey, owls, etc. Mammals include Nilgai (largest antelope in the Indian subcontinent), Asiatic Golden Jackal, Jungle Cat, Grey Mongoose etc. 

                                Our field ornithologist Dinesh Giri had performed bird watching along with the local students of grade 9 & 10.During the program 104 species of birds were noticed including Sarus Crane, Lesser Adjutant, Indian Spotted Eagle, White-rumped Vulture, Slender-billed Vulture, Red-headed Vulture etc.
                              Suklaphanta Wildlife Reserve
                                In Sukla Phanta Wildlife Reserve, similar programs were conducted with the help of nature guide association and the Reserve authority. Sukla Phanta is the largest stronghold of the Bengal Florican in Nepal. Our field staff Dev Raj Joshi observed three male Bengal Florican in Suklaphanta Wildlife Reserve.    
                              Himalayan Nature appreciates Anish Timshina, Baburam Karki, Biswash Baral, Basudev Baral, Dinesh Ghimire, Pradip Kuwar, Rajan                      Timshina, Sanjib Acharya, Nabin Timshina, Pesal Budhathoki, Govinda Pokherel and Santa Bahadur Magar for their excellent       performance on bird watching and bird survey program and giving the fruit full events for the celebration of World Migratory Birds      Day 2010.
   In this manner, Himalayan Nature has celebrated World Migratory Bird Day 2010 with a great migratory bird's conservation    awareness information.
